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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the’ honour  to  submit  the  annlial  report  for  1950  on  the 
public  health  of  the  Borough.  My  predecessor,  Dr.  D.  L.  Johnson,  was 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  throughout  the  year.  He  took  up  an  appoint¬ 
ment  with  the  Wiltshire  County  Council  shortly  after  the  end  of  the 

year. 

The  population  of  the  Borough  during  1950  was  estimated  by  the 
Registrar  General  as  5,360  ;  and  the  excess  of  births  (77)  over  deaths 
(35)  was  42,  which  gives  a  rate  of  natural  increase  at  7.8  per  1,000  popu¬ 
lation. 

There  were  77  births  (39  male  and  38  female)  which  gives  a  rate 
per  1,000  population  of  14.4  (17.7  per  1,000,  corrected  for  compara¬ 
bility).  The  birth  rate  for  the  administrative  county  during  1950  was 
15.7^  and  that  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  same  period,  15.8  per 
1  000  population.  The  corrected  birth  rate  (17.7  per  1,000)  compares 
favourably  with  the  same  rates  in  the  great  towns  (17.6  per  1,000)  and 
with  the  rate  for  the  smaller  towns  (16.7  per  1,000)  of  England  and 

Wales. 


1 


4 


The  death  rate  based  on  35  deaths  gave  a  crude  rate,  per  1,000 
population,  of  6.5  which  when  corrected  for  comparability  becomes 
7.0  per  1,000  population.  The  death  rates  per  1,000  population  for 
the  administrative  county  and  for  England  and  Wales  were  10.6  and 

1 1.6  respectively. 

The  death  rate  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age  (infant  mortality 
rate)  was  13  per  1,000  live  births,  and  is  in  fact  based  on  one  infant  death 
in  77  live  births.  There  were  no  infant  deaths  under  4  weeks  of  age. 

Among  the  death  rates  from  special  causes,  cancer  gives  a  rate  of 

1.4  per  1,000  population  and  tuberculosis  and  pneumonia  each  0.21 
per  1,000.  Proportional  mortality  rates  for  the  principal  causes  of 
death  were  :  heart  and  circulatory  diseases,  other  than  coronary 
disease,  22.9  per  cent.  ;  cancer  20  per  cent.  ;  vascular  lesions  of  the 
nervous  system  14.3  per  cent.  ;  coronary  disease  8.6  per  cent.  ;  and 
tuberculosis,  poliomyelitis  and  pneumonia,  each  2.9  per  cent. 

Notification  of  infective  diseases  numbered  21  ;  among  those 
there  were  8  whooping  cough,  6  measles,  3  pneumonia  and  2  poliomyel¬ 
itis,  both  paralytic  ;  there  was  one  death  from  poliomyelitis. 

The  incidence  rates  per  1,000  population  for  notifiable  diseases  in 
the  Borough  during  1950  were  :  whooping  cough  1.4,  with  a  rate  of 

3.6  for  England  and  Wales  ;  measles  1.1  (England  and  Wales  8.39)  ; 
pneumonia  0.56  (England  and  Wales  0.70)  ;  scarlet  fever  0.37  (England 
and  Wales  1.50).  The  incidence  of  notification  of  poliomyelitis  (para¬ 
lytic)  was  also  0.37  for  the  Borough  ;  the  corresponding  rate  for  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales  was  0.13  per  1,000  population. 

The  position  in  regard  to  diphtheria  immunization  at  31.12.50 
was  :  47.5  per  cent,  of  the  children  under  5  years  of  age  were  pro¬ 

tected  against  diphtheria  ;  and  of  all  children  under  15  years  of  age 

51.4  per  cent,  completed  primary  immunization. 

Other  relevant  data  are  to  be  found  in  the  body  of  the  report,  which 
is  followed  by  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Roderick  Mackay, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

August,  1951. 
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STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 


D.  L.  JOHNSON,  m.r.c.s.,  d.p.h. 

H.  C.  YEOMAN,  M.R.san.i.,  m.s.i.a. 

E.  W.  NEWMAN,  M.R.san.i.,  m.s.i.a. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,496 

Population  mid-1950,  as  estimated  by  the 

Registrar  General  .  .  .  .  .  .  Total  5  >360 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,419 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  in  1950  : — 

By  Private  Enterprise  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  S 

By  Local  Authority  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

Rateable  Value  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  £'38,113 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  .  .  .  .  .  .  £151 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  Births  .  .  .  . 

39 

38 

77 

Legitimate 

38 

35 

73 

Illegitimate 

Still  Births 

1 

3 

4 

Legitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Illegitimate 

Live  Birth  Rate 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

14.4 

15.8 

Number  of  Deaths  from  all  causes 

Crude  Death  Rate 

Crude  Deatli  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year 

20 

15 

35 
6.5 
11. 6 

Total 

— 

1 

1 

Legitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Illegitimate 

Infantile  Death  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Infantile  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

13.0 

29.8 

NOTE  : 

The  number  of  births,  still-births,  and  deaths  are 

those  registered 

during  1950  after  adjustment  has  been  made  for 

inward  and 

outward 

transfers. 
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BIRTH  RATE\  INFANT  DEATH  RATE ;  TOTAL  DEATH 

RATE,  etc. — 1950 


Marlborough 

Administrative 

England 

Borough 

County 

and  Wales 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  pop.) 

17.7 

1573 

15.8 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  pop.) 
Death  Rate  of  Infants  under 

7.0 

10.57 

11. 6 

1  year  (per  1,000  live 

29.8 

births) 

13.0 

22.81 

Death  Rates — Special  Causes 

(per  1,000  pop.)  : — 

0.36 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

0.21 

0.25 

,,  (other  forms) 

0.00 

0.02 

— 

Cancer 

1.4 

i-57 

— 

Pneumonia 

0.21 

0.36 

0.46 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  was  21,  as  compared  with 
56  in  1949.  Six  of  these  were  measles,  and  8  were  whooping  cough, 
December  being  the  month  of  greatest  incidence  with  10  notifications. 

There  were  3  cases  of  poliomyelitis,  both  paralytic  ;  one  died  in 
hospital. 

A  table  of  the  monthly  notifications  of  infectious  disease  is  given 
below. 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES — 1950 


Scarlet  Fever  .  . 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 
Pneumonia 
Poliomyelitis  .  . 
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Total  -12---3112110  21 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


One  non-respiratory  case  was  added  to  the  Register  of  notifica¬ 
tions  during  1950.  There  was  one  death  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
during  1950  in  the  Borough. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNIZATIONS 

Immunizations  against  diphtheria  were  continued  during  1950  at 
the  infant  welfare  clinic  and  at  schools.  The  number  of  children  pro¬ 
tected  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  863,  a  percentage  of  51.4. 


VACCINATION 

Of  the  77  children  born  in  1950  in  the  Borough  of  Marlborough  45 
were  vaccinated  in  the  first  year  of  life.  Although  this  is  a  consider¬ 
ably  better  proportion  than  is  experienced  in  less  urban  areas,  there  is 
little  room  for  complacency.  The  unsatisfactorily  low  numbers  being 
vaccinated  cannot  fail  in  the  future  to  create  a  fertile  soil  for  the 
smallpox  virus  which  can  be  so  readily  introduced  into  any  area  in  these 
days  of  increased  and  speedy  travel.  Parents  would  be  well  advised 
to  consider  this  matter  of  protecting  their  children  against  smallpox, 
and  no  opportunity  should  be  lost  of  impressing  this  upon  them  by 
propaganda  on  all  possible  occasions. 


HOUSING 

The  housing  position  continued  to  be  as  urgent  as  in  recent  years  ; 
and  during  1950,  in  common  with  other  localities,  sub-standard  and 
other  unsatisfactory  housing  continue  in  use  for  want  of  better  accom¬ 
modation. 

Requests  frequently  reach  the  Public  Health  department  of  the 
Council  for  assistance  with  housing  ;  priority  on  the  grounds  of 
chronic  diseases,  particularly  tuberculosis,  and  to  relieve  overcrowding 
should  be  absolute. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  supply  is  satisfactory  ;  and  bacteriological  and  chemical 
analysis  gave  consistently  good  results  in  1950. 

FOOD  SUPERVISION 

This  Authority  has  adopted  the  model  by-laws  for  the  control  of 
infection  by  food  handling. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH- 


REGISTRAR  GENERALS  RETURN  1950 


I 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  .  . 

M. 

1 

F. 

Total 

1 

2 

,,  other 

— 

— 

.  — 

3 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

1 

8 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

— 

1 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

— 

— 

— 

11 

.  „  ,,  ,  lung,  bronchus 

4 

— 

4 

12 

,,  ,,  ,  breast 

— 

— 

— 

13 

„  ,,  uterus 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

1 

2 

3 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

16 

Diabetes 

— 

2 

2 

1 7 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

1 

4 

5 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

2 

1 

3 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

— 

- 

20 

Other  heart  diseases 

3 

4 

7 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

1 

22 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

23 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

1 

24 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

— 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

— 

— 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

■  — 

— 

— 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

— 

— 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

— 

— 

— 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

3i 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

1 

1 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

3 

1 

4 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

34 

All  other  accidents 

1 

— 

1 

35 

Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

Total  all  Causes  20  15  35 
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BOROUGH  OF  MARLBOROUGH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

19  5  0 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  second  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
carried  out  by  this  department  for  the  year  1950.  As  stated  in  last 
year’s  report  the  duties  of  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  are  closely 
allied,  and  the  report  contains,  therefore,  matters  which  are  the  con¬ 
cern  of  both  departments.  .  ,  ,  ,  f 

The  tables  and  statistics  are  set  out  as  required  by  the  Mimstiy  ol 

Health  Circular  112/50.  .  ,, 

As  the  work  of  this  department  is  preventative  rather  than  cura¬ 
tive  there  are  no  spectacular  results  or  advances  to  report.  The  suc¬ 
cess*  of  the  department’s  work,  however,  does  reflect  in  the  general  state 
of  the  health  of  the  population,  which  remains  very  satisfactory. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  Yeoman. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Council  Offices, 

1,  The  Green, 

Marlborough. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  VISITS 


rw  year  1,411  visits  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Oi  these  816  were  in  connection  with  Surveyor’s  duties.  The  visits 
are  summarized  as  follows  : — 


Water  Supply 
Drainage 
Bakehouses 
Factories 
Fried  Fish  Shops 
Moveable  Dwellings 
Public  Conveniences 
Rodent  Control 
Miscellaneous  Sanitary 
Surveyor’s  Visits 
Public  Health  Act 
Housing  Act  . . 
Verminous  Premises 
Infectious  Diseases 
Meat  Inspection 
Other  Food  Premises 


Visits 


61 

136 

14 

15 
17 

7 

5 

20 

45 

816 

57 

25 

2 

17 

54 

120 


Total  1,411 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 

As  a  result  of  complaints  the  following  action  was  taken  : — 
Informal  Notices  Served  9  Complied  with  7 

Statutory  Notices  Served  Nil  Complied  with  1  (Served  1949) 

The  number  of  notices  served  is  considerably  fewer  than  in  previous 
years,  and  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  in  many  cases  the  necessary 

action  was  taken  by  Owners  on  verbal  intimation  from  the  Inspector. 


HOUSING  ACT,  1936 

In  view  of  the  present  housing  shortage,  work  under  this  Act  has 
been  limited,  one  house  only  being  represented  for  Demolition  under 
Section  II  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936-  I  he  Demolition  Order  was  made 
by  Council,  and  will  become  operative  when  the  tenant  is  re-housed. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

Byelaws  for  securing  the  observance  of  Sanitary  and  Cleanly  con¬ 
ditions  and  practices  in  connection  with  the  Handling,  Wrapping  and 
Delivery  of  hood  and  Sale  of  Food  in  the  open  air  were  made  by  the 
Council  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  The  Bye¬ 
laws  came  into  operation  on  the  13th  November,  1950. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 

MEAT  INSPECTION 


No  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  are  in  use,  but  the  Inspectors 
have  been  called  upon  to  carry  out  meat  inspections  at  the  Pewsey 
Slaughterhouse  from  time  to  time.  During  these  periods  33  inspec¬ 
tions  were  made,  and  the  statistics  relating  to  the  slaughterhouse  for 


these  periods  are  as  follows  : — 

Cows 

C  alves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

235 

208 

608 

1 

Number  Inspected 

235 

208 

608 

1 

All  diseases  except  T.B. 

Whole  carcasses  condemned .  . 

4 

Carcasses  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  .  . 

23 

5 

Percentage  of  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  T.B. 

10.2 

0.82 

T.B.  only 

Whole  carcasses  condemned .  . 

4 

Carcasses  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  .  . 

34 

Percentage  of  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  T.B. 

I4-3 

— 

— 

— 

Total  meat  condemned 

2  tons 

• 

11  cwts. 

3  qrs. 

2  lb 

OTHER  FOOD 

Other  food  condemned  in  the  town  during  the  year  totalled  10 
cwts.  3  qrs.  18  lb.,  and  included  meat  (in  shops),  fish,  tinned  goods,  etc. 

MILK  SUPPLY 

Following  the  introduction  of  new  legislation  in  October,  1949, 
governing  the  production  and  distribution  of  milk,  all  milk  purveyors 
were  re-registered.  Within  the  Borough  there  are  : — 

Registered  Milk  Distributors  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Registered  Dairies  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Dealers  licensed  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  .  .  .  .  2 

Dealers  licensed  to  sell  Accredited  milk  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Dealers  licensed  to  sell  Pasteurized  milk  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Dealers  issued  with  Supplementary  Licences  to  sell  Tuberculin 

Tested  and  Pasteurised  milk  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Lender  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  the  responsibility 
for  inspecting  premises  and  the  supervision  of  milk  supplies  at  dairy 
farms  passes  from  the  local  authority  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries. 
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ICE  CREAM 

.  Routine  inspections  have  been  carried  out  on  all  premises  where 
ice  cream  is  manufactured  and/or  sold.  There  is  one  manufacturer  in 
the  district  and  16  retailers.  Regular  sampling  was  also  carried  out, 
particular  attention  being  paid  to  the  manufacturer  who  maintained 
a  satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness  throughout  the  season. 

OTHER  FOOD  PREMISES 

V 

Butchers  shops,  restaurant  kitchens  and  other  food  premises  were 
also  inspected,  a  total  of  81  inspections  being  made.  The  general 
standard  of  food  premises  continues  to  be  satisfactory,  and  with  the  co¬ 
operation  of  Traders  a  number  of  improvements  have  been  effected. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937—1948 

There  are  a  total  of  52  Factories  in  the  district,  and  during  the  year 
15  inspections  were  carried  out.  These  were  mainly  in  connection 
with  insufficient  or  unsuitable  sanitary  conveniences.  In  all  cases  im¬ 
provement  was  effected  without  the  service  of  formal  notices. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  number  of  visits  made  necessary  by  infectious  diseases  were 
17.  Disinfection  was  carried  out  where  directed  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

A  weekly  collection  of  house  and  trade  refuse  has  been  maintained 
and  the  collection  of  salvage  was  reintroduced  in  November.  During 
the  year  a  new  Karrier  Bantam  Refuse  Collector  was  brought  into  use"' 

The  disposal  of  refuse  at  Portfields  tip  continues  to  be  satisfactory' 
and  an  abundance  of  covering  material  (from  housing  sites,  etc  )  has 
made  control  easier.  Regular  treatment  for  rodent  control  is  prac¬ 
ticed. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

A  part  time  operator  has  been  employed  co-jointly  with  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Rural  Districts.  A  number  of  private  houses  and  business 
premises  have  been  treated  as  and  when  necessary.  The  annual  test 
baiting  of  the  public  sewers  revealed  “  no  takes  ” — a  very  satisfactory 
state  of  affairs. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

An  extension  of  the  public  sewer  in  Coldharbour  Lane  has  enabled 
houses  on  the  North  side  of  this  road  to  be  adequately  drained,  and  in 
addition  a  number  of  other  improvements  to  house  drainage  have  been 
effected.  Where  possible  connections  have  been  made  to  the  sewer 
in  other  cases  properly  designed  septic  tanks  have  been  constructed.  ’ 

The  Elcot  Lane  disposal  works  continue  to  function  satisfactorily 
and  effluent  results  are  good.  The  Manton  Ejector  is  not  entirely 
satisfactory,  but  arrangements  are  in  hand  for  the  replacement  of  this 
plant  in  1951. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


The  Water  supply  for  the  area  continues  to  be  entirely  satisfactory 
in  both  quality  and  quantity.  Regular  bacteriological  examinations 
of  the  raw  and  treated  water  have  been  carried  out,  and  the  results 
have,  without  exception,  shown  no  evidence  of  pollution.  A  chemical 
sample  was  also  analysed,  the  result  being  as  follows  : — 

PHYSICAL  CHARACTERS  .  Excelled 


Parts  per 

CHEMICAL  L  100,000 

Reaction . Alkaline  pH .  7;1 

Saline  and  free  Ammonia  .  Nil 

Organic  (or  “  albuminoid  ”)  ammonia  .  Nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  two  hours  at  27  de¬ 
grees  C  .  Nil 

Chlorides  .  0.9 

Nitrogenas  nitrates  .  0.3 

Total  Hardness  .  21.8 

(a)  Temporary  .  18.0 

(b)  Permanent  .  3-§ 

Poisonous  Metals  . Nil 

Nitrites  .  Nil 

Microscopical  examination  of  the  Sediment  .  Nil 

BACTERIOLOGICAL 

Total  Colonies  in  48  hours . Nil . Per  1  c.c.  of  Water 

growing  at  37  degrees  C- 

Number  of  Coli-Aerogenes  organisms  .  ,  .  .  Nil . Per  100  c.c. 

of  Water  growing  at  37  degrees  C 

Number  of  Faecal  types,  of  B  Coli . Nil . Per  100  c.c.  of 

Water  growing  at  44  degrees  C 

OPINION 

Neither  chemical  nor  bacteriological  examination  show  any  evi¬ 
dence  of  pollution. 

It  is  estimated  that  96%  of  the  district  have  a  piped  water  supply 
into  the  house,  the  remaining  4%  having  standpipes. 


HOUSING 

During  1950  Housing  progress  on  the  St.  Margaret’s  Mead  Estate 
was  slow.  The  number  of  houses  completed  during  the  year  was 
Traditional  Houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Non-Traditional  Houses  .  .  .  .  12 

Non-Traditional  Flats  .  .  .  .  4 

At  December,  1950,  there  was  a  further  10  traditional  houses  under 
construction. 

The  condition  of  the  huts  on  the  Common  Camp  is  now  causing 
some  concern,  and  it  is  hoped  to  make  a  start  next  year  with  the  re¬ 
housing  of  the  tenants  and  the  demolition  of  the  huts. 
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